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Office of Education 
 
 
Department Description 
The Office of Education, an initiative of Mayor Michael B. Coleman, was 
established in 2000 to bring community and city resources together to assist in 
the education of children K through 12 and to implement a workforce 
development system to prepare the local workforce to support the needs of 
existing and future employers.  The purpose of the Office of Education is to 
improve the quality of life in Columbus by extending and improving both 
educational and developmental opportunities for all citizens.  The office also 
implements community-based solutions as well as programs and projects that 
provide workforce and economic opportunities for individuals and businesses 
resulting in a more skilled labor force. 
 
 
Department Mission 
To support children in their education and in their transition to higher education, 
work, family and adult community; to provide support for children’s in-school 
education, primarily through after school opportunities such as mentoring, 
tutoring, job training, community service and career exploration. 
 
 

 Strategic Priorities for 2005 
 
From the Columbus Covenant: 
 
Education 
• Develop sustainable out of school time initiatives that expand the educational 

opportunities available to the children within the City of Columbus 
 
• Decrease the disparity in the use of technology by increasing availability of 

computer technology in selected neighborhoods 
 
• Support a successful transition of students and adults to higher education, 

additional training, and the world of work, family and community 
 
• Maintain and strengthen working partnerships with school districts within the 

City of Columbus. 
 
 

Safety 
• Coordinate with other city departments the improvement of infrastructure and 

safety near and around local schools 
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2005 Budget Issues 
 
 
• In 2005, the Office of Education will continue contract and program 

management of the four original capital kids (CCK) demonstration programs 
and 13 after-school programs. 

 
• The office has again secured private support to continue the operation of its 

programs in 2005.  Of the $1,162,175 in total funding for the program, private 
sources provide $167,450, or the equivalent of three after-school program 
sites. 

 
• The Office received a grant in the amount of $471,541 in late 2004 that will 

fund six additional after-school sites.  These federal funds, disbursed through 
the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program will be used to 
serve nearly 500 youth.  The programs funded with these dollars will be a mix 
of after-school tutoring and job training programs. 
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Budget and Performance Measures Summary 
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